DAAYO 2025-2026 Concerto Competition Application

Dallas Asian American Youth Orchestra is pleased to invite any DAAYO Symphony Orchestra member to audition for the 2025 – 2026 Season Concerto Competition. As a highlight of the DAAYO Concert Season, the Concerto Competition encourages students to step out of their roles within the orchestra, and become a soloist. Students compete for an opportunity and privilege to play their solo accompanied by the DAAYO Symphony Orchestra on the May 17th, 2026 at St. Andrew Methodist Church in Plano. (5801 W Plano Pkwy, Plano, TX 75093)
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1. Deadline to register is January 11th, 2026. We encourage applicants to register as early as possible to facilitate scheduling. Please use the online registration form (you will be sent a link).
2. Date of Competition: February 7th, 2026 – 6:00PM onwards at DAAYO’s rehearsal site at 420 Maplelawn Dr. Plano TX 75075. 
3. Fee: 65 dollars for the competition due when registering. Fee is non-refundable.*

Eligibility: 
Candidate must:
· Be a current performing member of DAAYO’s Symphony Orchestra. 
· Be available to perform the work with the DAAYO Symphony Orchestra on Sunday, May 17th, 2026 at the St. Andrew United Church. (evening concert)
· Not be the previous year’s grand prize winner. (Alternating year winners may still apply).

Composition Guidelines: 
· The selected work must be one movement of a Solo Concerto with Orchestra.  Double Concertos are acceptable if both soloists meet the eligibility criteria above. Music selection must have an available orchestral accompaniment; concertos for instrument and piano are unacceptable.
· DAAYO is aware that many concertos call for cadenzas with none supplied by the composer. In such cases, a cadenza must be included as part of the audition. If the intended cadenza is in print, it may be included with the score, indicating its composer if known. Since cadenzas were frequently improvised in earlier times and therefore not subject to verification of accuracy, this is not a requirement for submission. However, if a cadenza--improvised or composed-- is expected as part of the piece, it must be played in the audition. A cut that skips over the location for a cadenza will not be acceptable.
· The student needs to have the piece fully memorized by the performance date in May. 
Memorization is not required for the competition itself on Feb.7th, 2026 but is encouraged.
· Composition must be approved by the DAAYO SO Conductor. We encourage you to confirm this as soon as possible.
· Each candidate will receive 15 minutes of performance time and must prepare the whole and exact movement they wish to perform with DAAYO. (You do not need to use all 15 minutes).
· Candidate must make appropriate cuts if the work exceeds 15 minutes.
· Provide an accompanist. (You are responsible for finding your own accompanist and all the fees therein for the competition, although we can help suggest some names if need be.)
· Submit 3 physical copies of the score (solo part and piano reduction) to DAAYO by January 25th, 2026. Copies should be 3-hole punched, and clearly labeled with your name. IMPORTANT: Please prepare your own copies and ensure readability for the judges. We will not be able to prepare copies the day of the competition. We recommend bringing your music to a SO rehearsal prior to the deadline.
 



DAAYO reserves the following rights:
1) To not select any winner if no candidate achieves the standard set by our judging panel. 
2) To cancel the competition if insufficient numbers of applications are received. In this case your application fees will be returned. *
3) To make modifications to competition rules as appropriate
image1.gif




